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For Immediate Release 

 
Danforth Art Executive Director  

Announces Retirement 
 
Framingham, MA (August 5, 2014)—Katherine French, Executive 
Director of Danforth Art, Museum\School in Framingham, MA, today 
announced plans to retire on January 1, 2015. Appointed in January 
2005, French is the longest-serving Director in the institution’s nearly 
40-year history.  Under her leadership, Danforth Art has become 
known for its exploration of historical and contemporary 
expressionism, but her most lasting legacy will be resolution of facility 
issues through the successful purchase of the Jonathan Maynard 
Building on the historic green in Framingham Centre.  Upon 
retirement, she will assume the title of Director Emerita and Guest 
Curator.  Danforth Art’s Board of Trustees has established a search 
committee to oversee a national search for a new director.   
  
“The Board greatly appreciates Katherine’s role in expanding the 
reputation of the institution far beyond MetroWest,” said Paul 
Rosenberg, Danforth Art’s Board Chair. “I have been involved in 
Danforth Art since it was founded and know that under Katherine’s 
leadership, we’ve come a long way.  As we prepare to search for her 
successor, we will strive to build upon her considerable 
accomplishments.”  
 
Since French’s appointment, operations have grown steadily from 
$1.1M in 2005 to $1.8M in 2014, realizing an average annual growth 
of 10% each year over the past 10 years.  Danforth Art has received 
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, and the Massachusetts Council for the 
Arts, as well as major support from private foundations.  Honored by 
the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce for outstanding service to the 
community, French was also recognized as a 2010 Distinguished 
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Alumna by Boston University, and twice named one of Ten to Watch by 
the Worcester Business Journal in 2011 and 2013, respectively. Under 
her direction, Danforth Art envisioned its Museum and School as equal 
partners and was named an Outstanding Cultural Organization by the 
Massachusetts Arts Education Collaborative.   
 
During her tenure French was known for her curatorial skills and 
organized numerous exhibitions exploring Boston Expressionism.  
These include: David Aronson: The Paradox; Jason Berger: Directed 
Vision; Hyman Bloom: A Spiritual Embrace; Jack Levine: Political 
Discourse; Reed Kay: Mark of Truth. Arthur Polonsky: Thief of Light; 
and John Wilson: Eternal Presence. Other notable shows include: 
Gerry Bergstein: Effort at Speech; Porfirio DiDonna: A Painter’s 
Journey; Jon Imber: Carry On; George Nick: Spirit of Place; Maria 
Pacheco: Dark Night of the Soul; and John Walker: Passing Bells.  In 
2007, French received an award for curatorial excellence from the New 
England Chapter of the International Association of Art Critics for Joan 
Snyder, A Painting Survey, 1969–2005. In 2010, she was named Best 
Curator of Locally Made Art at the Boston Art Awards.  
 
Critically acclaimed exhibitions also allowed French to expand the 
Museum’s permanent collection. Noteworthy acquisitions include works 
by first-generation Boston Expressionists David Aronson, Jason Berger, 
Hyman Bloom, Reed Kay, Jack Levine, Arthur Polonsky, and John 
Wilson.  These were followed by second- and third- generation Boston 
Expressionist painters Gerry Bergstein, Jon Imber, and Henry Swartz.  
The Museum has recently acquired significant paintings by Pioneer 
Valley Magic Realists Randy Diehl, Gregory Gillespie, Jane Lund, and 
Scott Prior as well as works by important contemporary artists Robert 
Ferrandini, George Nick, Joan Snyder, John Walker, and Richard Yarde.  
Trustee Nina Nielsen, former Director of Nielsen Gallery and member 
of Danforth Art’s Collections Committee, laud’s French’s work to create 
a collection of note.  “Katherine has shaped our holdings in a strategic 
and important way,” notes Nielsen. “We’ve created a home for 
expressive painting that is unique.” 
  
“My 10 years at Danforth Art have been satisfying and rewarding,” 
French remarks. “My decision to retire is entirely personal, but I leave 
knowing the institution is well-positioned for success and offer 
profound thanks to Trustees, Staff, Museum Members, and Volunteers 
who’ve been so supportive of my efforts. This is a community of artists 
and art lovers, and I look forward to continuing my relationship with 
Danforth Art as an active member of this very special community—and 
occasionally as guest curator.”  
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The Museum will celebrate Katherine French and her 10 years at 
Danforth Art with a fundraising dinner, proceeds of which will support 
curatorial, education, and community programs at the Museum and 
School—a testament to French’s commitment to these areas. 
 

### 
 

About Danforth Art:  Established in 1975 by a group community 
activists, business owners, educators, and art lovers, Danforth Art 
(previously known as Danforth Museum of Art and School) provides 
exhibitions and educational programming that engage, inspire, and 
transform the lives of children and adults. In recognition of unique 
educational programs that integrate gallery and studio learning 
opportunities in over 500 courses offered to nearly 4,000 students 
each year, the Massachusetts Arts Education Collaborative has named 
the Danforth Museum of Art and School an “Outstanding Cultural 
Organization.”  In 2013 Danforth Museum of Art and School changed 
its name to Danforth Art, assuming a new name, logo and brand, 
which grants equal importance to both exhibitions and education. 
 
General Information:  For general information on Danforth Art, 
please visit http://www.danforthart.org or call 508-620-0050. 
Danforth Art is located at 123 Union Avenue, Framingham, 
Massachusetts.  Danforth Art is closed during the month of August, but 
will reopen on September 7, 2014, with regular Museum Hours on 
Wednesday and Sunday, noon to 5 pm; Thursday, noon to 8:30 pm; 
and Friday and Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. Museum admission is $11 
for adults, $9 for students and senior citizens, free for children under 
17 and museum members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


